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W SORT OF MAGAZINE

- “By HUGO GERNSBACK, F.RS.

*

WENOTHER fiction magazine! .

At first thought it does seem 1mpos-
sible that there could be room for an-
other fiction magazine in this country.
The reader may well wonder, “Aren’t
there enough already, with the several
nundreds now being published?” True, But this is
not “another fiction magazine,” AMAZING STORIES 18

a new kind of fiction magazine! It is entirely new
that has never been

- —entirely different—something
done before in this country. Therefore, AMAZING
~ STORIES deserves your attention and interest.
 There is the usual fiction magazine, the love story
- s1d the sex-appeal type of magazi
type, and so on, but a magazine of
apioneer in its field in America.
By “scientifiction” I mean the Jules Verne, H. G.
~Welis, and Edgar Allan Poe type of story—a charm-
ing romance intermingled with scientific fact and
prophetic vision. For many years atories of this
“nature were published in the sister magazines of
AMAZING STORIES—Y“SCIENCE & INVENTION” and
“RADIO-NEWS.”

But with the ever increasing
this sort of story; and more of it, there was only one
thing#to do—publish & magazine in which the scien-
- tific fiction type of story will hold forth exclusively.

Toward that end we have laid elaborate plans, spar-
_ing neither time nor money.
Edgar Allan Poe may well be called the father of
“seientifiction.” It was he who really originated the
romance, cleverly weaving into and around the story,
“aseientific thread. Jules Verne, with his amazing
- Tomances, also cleverly interwoven with a scientific
thread, came next. A little later came H. G. Wells,
whoss acientifiction stories, like those of his fore-
runers, have become famous and immortal.
"It must be remembered that we live in an entirely
wworld,. Two hundred years ago, stories of this
were not possible. Science, through its various
beaaches of mechanics, electricity, astronomy, ete.,
ters so intimately into all our lives today, and we
t 20 much immersed in this science, that we have
Yecome rather prone to take new inventions and dis-
ies for granted. Our entire mode of living has
with the present progress, and it is little

“Seientifiction” is

demands on us for

aible 100 years ago—are brought about today.

ne, the adventure .

tr, therefore, that many fantastic situations—

It is in these situations that the new romancers find
their great inspiration.

Not only do these amazing tales make tremendous-
ly interesting reading—they are also always instruc-
tive. They supply knowledge that we might not
otherwise obtain—and they supply it in a very pal-
atable form. For the best of these modern writers
of scientifiction have the knack of imparting knowl}-
edge, and even inspiration, without once making us
aware that we are being taught.

And not only that! Poe, Verne, Wells, Bellamy,
and many others have proved themselves real proph-
ets. Prophesies made in many of their most amaz-
ing stories are being realized—and have been real
ized. Take the fantastic submarine of Jules Verne’s
most famous story, “Twenty Thousand Leagues
Under the Sea” for instance. He predicted the pres-
ent day submarine almost down to the last bolt! New
inventions pictured for us in the scientifiction of to
day arenot at all impossible of realization tomorrow.
Many great science stories destined to be of an his-
torical interest are still to be written, and AMAZING
STORIES magazine will be the medium through which
such stories will come to you. Posterity will point to °
them as having blazed a new trail, not only in lit-
erature and fictionm, but in progress as well.

We who are publishing AMAZING STORIES realize
the great responsibility of this undertaking, and will
gpare no energy in presenting to you, each month,
t}txfe very best of this sort of literature there is to
olrer. ’

Exclusive arrangements have already been made
with the copyright holders of the entire voluminous
works of ALL of Jules Verne’s immortal stories.
Many of these stories are not known to the general
American public yet. For the first time they will be
within easy reach of every reader through AMAZING
STORIES. A number of German, French and English
stories of this kind by the best writers in their re-
spectiva countries, have already been contracted for
and we hope very shortly to be able to enlarge the
magazine and in that way present always mare ma-
terial to our readers. ‘ -

How good this magazine will be in the future is
up to you. Read AMAZING STORIES—get your friends
fo read it and then write us what you think of it.
We will welcome constructive criticism—for only in
this way will we know how to satisfy you.





